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INNER CITY MISSION:

O U T R E AC H Inner City Outreach (ICO) exists to empower at-risk inner city residents to have

working on the inside,
changing the outside.

more meaningful and fulfilling lives. ICO’s main objectives include providing relief
from poverty; the advancement of education; the advancement of lifestyle; and the
advancement of inner city communities. ICO currently offers programming for chil-

dren, youth and adults primarily in the Jane and Finch community.
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AFTER HER FIRST YEAR AT MEMORIAL Uni-
versity in St. John's, Newfoundland, Rebeccah
(Becky) Amo-Mensah is back in her home
grounds for the summer. Her time has been
divided between meeting up with old friends,
entertaining new ones, relaxing with her family
and leading some youth in the neighbourhood.

Inner City Outreach, together with Chris-
tian Centre Church, kick-started their summer
youth camp in August, and Mensah was
hired as one of the youth leaders. “Pastor Olu

continued on page 2
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RETURNING TO THE

RUBBLE

A special report from
Christian Centre Church
by Luzayo Nyirongo

THIS YEAR MARKS THE THIRD CONSECUTIVE
journey that Christian Centre Church (in part-
nership with Inner City Outreach) has made
to Haiti since the devastating earthquake in
2010. Our hosts, Grace International, openly
received us again to carry on providing relief
in the form of light construction, outreach to
the community, and spiritual edification. There
were great reports from our previous work and
a demand for a continuation.

Ten exuberant missionaries (half of the
team had travelled in the previous year) led
by Pastor Olu Jegede safely arrived in Port

continued on page 2
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CAMPAIGN

ON THE EVENING OF MAY 12, 2012, the
church sanctuary was transformed into a
stunning banquet hall to accommodate the
150 guests coming to celebrate a night of
belief. Guests were served a delicious four-
course meal while a live jazz quartet played on
stage. Aptly themed, “I CAN”, the entertain-
ment line-up consisted of an eclectic mix of
performers: dynamic gymnastics duo Marcella
Hatmanu and Victoria Young, spoken word
artist Moyo Monilari, young singing talent
Aalyah Charles, and up-and-coming author
Yahaya Baruwa. NCAA Slam Dunk Champion

continued on page 3



SUMMER LOVIN
WITH BECKY

Summer camp worker takes a
break from university while taking
a lead in the community

continued from cover

[Jegede] kept asking me if | wanted a job,” she
recalls. This year, she agreed to the invita-
tion. After being away for a year from the
Jane-Shoreham community, she desired to be
with her peers (several who are involved in
youth and kids’ programming), and accepting
the youth leader position was a simple way to
re-connect. Even though she didn’t know any
of the students before the camp began, she
felt that she was able to inspire and challenge
them. She was encouraged when a group of
conflict-laden girls began making more mature
decisions by the end of the camp.

Mensah can surely identify with girls in the
neighbourhood. Her family moved to Toronto
from Montreal when she was two years old.
While growing up in Shoreham Court, she
remembers being a part of Christian Centre
Church along with her younger siblings Eric
and Eva. She was a regular attendee at Bible
studies, Friday youth nights, and occasional
day trips on the weekends. Under the tutelage
of various leaders (Ian Yearwood, Charlene
Henry, Sherece Harry and Olu Jegede), she
recalls having fun as a youth and cultivating
many friendships at the church.

She finished her summer job requirement
by traveling on a one-week missions trip to
downtown Chicago. She previously went
to Philadelphia as a youth and remembers
the hard work it entailed. However, this trip
proved to be more of an uplifting experi-
ence. After the ten-hour bus ride (in which
the team bonded through gospel rapping and
singing), they started their first day working
with little kids for a vacation bible school
program. By the end of the week, the youth
were able to lead program independently from
adult supervision. Most team members were
pushed out of their comfort zone; whether it
be talking to strangers, cutting off cellphone
usage, or sharing their testimonies. Some were

TOP Rebeccah Mensah (right) observes as camp
youth Dayne Ranger solves the jigsaw puzzle.
MIDDLE Morning games and worship with the
Urban Promise kids’ camp.

BOTTOM Youth rally night during the Chicago

missions trip.

also spiritually broken and convicted of sin.
Mensah acknowledges that God has re-ignited
a passion within her that she hasn't felt in a
long time. Hopefully this will fuel her for the
arduous academic journey ahead of her.

After high school, she attended the Univer-
sity of Toronto for Life Sciences, which—al-
though highly regarded—was not what she
wanted. Her dream was to receive a basketball
scholarship for university with the hopes of
being able to play professionally. During her
first university year, she joined an Ontario
Basketball Association league and was spotted
by a coach during a final tournament. After
the possibility of a basketball scholarship at
Memorial, she visited the campus on the east
coast which served to heighten her determi-
nation to fulfill her dream. She convinced
her parents, secured her scholarship (tuition
coverage for four years) and enrolled into pre-
pharmacy. She plans to continue at Memorial
for many more years to come. m

RETURNING TO
THE RUBBLE

The earthquake may be yesterday’s
news but the work is far from over.

continued from cover

au Prince, Haiti on June 15, 2012. Traveling
through the city centre revealed the visuals of
how the earthquake ravaged the land: piles of
rubble from collapsed buildings, vast layouts
of squatter settlements and a high traffic of
buyers and vendors throughout the streets.

As we entered Grace International’s Car-
refour location, we were greeted with a warm
embrace and an unmistakable joy in the
smiles of the workers in the compound and
families in tent city. The children still run
towards the teammates, tugging onto arms
and limbs with much excitement and remem-
brance. Locals still get a friendly chuckle in
hollering out ‘blanc’ (white person) when they
notice a foreigner, regardless of skin color.
Vendors still set up shop outside of their
homes or on an advantageous area with a
steady flow of pedestrians.

The first noticeable change from the previ-
ous year is that the tent city population had
decreased drastically; roughly half of last
years’ amount with about 10 000 inhabitants
remaining (at its peak, Grace International
welcomed 25 000 displaced Haitians through
its gates). The government is trying to relocate
people from their temporary homes. By law,
Haitians are entitled to claim land as their
own once they inhabit an area for three years.
By January 2013, it will make three years
since the earthquake struck Haiti, which saw
the establishment of millions of makeshift
homes. Squatters are trying to look out for
their best interest, and knowing the govern-
ment’s objective, some are attempting to do
whatever they can to claim the land—regard-
less of previous property ownership. This cre-
ates a very tense situation for Grace Interna-
tional, since they desire to house their fellow
Haitians, but at the same time realize that it is
certainly time for them to move on.

Our days began early at 6 o'clock in the
morning. In Haiti and many tropical coun-
tries alike, people start working early in order
to take advantage of the hours before the
sun is fully radiant. Each day comprised of
a similar format. The mornings were formed
of devotions to start off the day, breakfast,
food preparation at the Lord’s Kitchen, and/
or light construction. There is always some
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RIGHT (Left to right): Goya Chujor, Luzayo
Nyirongo, Paige Walters, Charmaine Jones
and Olu Jegede enjoy their breezy ride at the
back of an open pick-up truck.

FAR RIGHT A Haiti vs. Canada basketball

game gets competitive at the Boys” home.

work to do around the tent city; maintenance
is required year round. Some of our projects
included maintaining walkways and rebuild-
ing a wall. It was rigorous and intense work,
but we still managed to get a kick out of it.
Whether it was from joking around with the
hired workers or playing with the children
that lurked around observing the work. In the
afternoons, things were a little slower paced.
After lunch, if our labour was not required, we
would spend time providing Bible stories and
games for the children around the tent city
until dusk.

For the second week, things changed gear
with the outdoor crusade being the focus of
our activities. Afternoons were dedicated to
evangelism and canvassing outside the com-
pound grounds. There is nothing like engaging
with the people and sharing with one another
within their environment. Even though we
had translators making communication easier,
we were still able to connect with people from
their emotions and body language. It is truly
amazing to see how the love of God can tran-
scend barriers. Whether we were praying for
people to get healed or blessing a family with
a new home, God’s love and spirit was present
and would do the work through us and for us.

Things are fairly laissez-faire in Haiti.
Although we had a set schedule, we still man-
aged to spontaneously visit homes and pray
for people on a regular basis. Some people
we connected with throughout the course of
our stay would attend the crusade held on the
open grounds of the Glass Tabernacle church
for our entire last week. The crusade began
with a praise and worship segment that felt
very festive. A rhythmic set of songs would get
practically everyone out of their seats dancing
away for the most high. This would transition
into a powerful word preached by Pastor Olu
and then a time of prayer at the altar call.

Being in Haiti again felt like we had never
left; a continuation of what we had started
there. From the relationships built to the
momentum carried forward from the previ-
ous year’s crusade. There is something about
Haitians that is gravitating and welcoming.
The bond we have built in Haiti is one that
will last for years to come. =

3 REVOLUTION COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

LEFT Dynamic gymnastics duo Victoria Young
(left) and Marcella Hatmanu (right) dazzled the
crowd with their floor routine.

THE | CAN CAMPAIGN

A candid conversation with campaign chair Laurie Young
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Gary Durrant (of the Gary Durrant Basketball
Association) served as the guest speaker who

shared from his heart about the struggles and
successes which lead to where he is today.

This year has been a definite change from
past spring fundraising dinners for Inner City
Outreach. Former events did not require ad-
ditional catering or equipment rental services,
nor did guests enjoy the fun benefits of a
photo booth, auction table and raffle tickets.
There was also an increased awareness lead-
ing up to the event, including a promotional
video featuring students from the Brookview
and Oakdale Homework Programs.

At the heart of this year’s planning commit-
tee was the main organizer, Laurie Young. She
had been assisting Inner City Outreach for
the past several months before working on the
fundraiser. She first heard about the organiza-
tion while attending Christian Centre Church
and meeting with Executive Director Olu
Jegede. With an MBA in Nonprofit Manage-
ment and Leadership from Schulich Business
School, she built upon her previous consulting
experience in order to assist with [CO’s mis-
sion, vision and strategy. After the fundraiser,
she was able to share some of her thoughts.

Q.) YOU HAVE BEEN HELPING WITH THE DE-
VELOPMENT OF ICO OVER THE PAST SEVERAL
MONTHS. HOW WAS THIS EXPERIENCE?

My role started as the fundraising co-ordina-
tor and strategic consultant, however, it very
quickly transformed into a role that could
encompass anything. This past year has em-
bodied the saying, “stressful but rewarding”. |
learned about an organization that is willing
to give up their own riches to serve in an “at-
risk” community that is so vibrant. Their staff
and volunteers genuinely care about people.
ICO has a big heart and they want to trans-
form the community one person at a time and
I believe they will do that.

Q.) THE THEME OF THIS YEAR’S FUNDRAISER
IS “I CAN.” WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL BELIEF

SYSTEM FOR LIFE?
Growing up my dad always said, “It is not that

you can't, it's that you won't.” When we are
faced with obstacles we have two choices: we
can try to solve them or we can just give into
life’s challenges. The choices you make are a
reflection of who you are as a person. When
everything else is held constant, the aspect
that makes us different is our character. We
must be conscious in the choices we make and
the way we influence others because we never



HISTORY: Inner City Outreach (ICO) was birthed from Christian Centre
Church (CCC) as a community-based organization to reach peoples of all

faiths and transform inner-city communities, beginning with Jane-Finch,

Toronto. It has operated several community-based programs over the years
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including after-school programs, youth rallies, and outdoor carnivals to
name a few. To increase its impact, ICO was created to meet the needs of its

community through practical programming.

TOP ICO supporters Judy Peters (left) and
Deborah Ann (right) enjoy the evening’s food, fun
and entertainment.
BOTTOM Fundraising volunteer Paige Walters
graciously greets attendees at the door.

know whose life we will change. I want my life
to influence others to be the best that they can
be because of the person I choose to be.

Q.) WHAT WOULD BE YOUR ADVICE FOR PLAN-
NING A FUNDRAISER FOR A SMALL NPO?

1.) Have a strong team behind you.

The team will either make or break you.
Planning requires a lot of different aspects

(ie, decorations, logistics, sound etc.) When
you have a strong team of people who have

a diverse talent set, brainstorming becomes
more effective and creative. Another reason
that a strong team is necessary is because
planning can become very stressful when you
have everything placed on your shoulders. You
need people around you that are willing to roll
up their sleeves and take over at times when
you have too much on your plate.

2.) Have a plan B and plan ahead.
Preparation is the key. Planning ahead gives
you a head start in asking for donations, look-
ing for the best alternatives, and asking people
to participate. However, no matter how much
you plan there is bound to be something that
will change. The chair covers can come in the
wrong size, a performer can get sick at the
last minute, or your planning committee can
fall apart. No matter what the kink is, always
have a plan B. This will alleviate the stress of
finding a replacement at the last minute.

3.) Ask, Ask, Ask. Shop, Shop, Shop.
Getting the best price is always in your best
interest. If you plan ahead and take your
time asking and shopping around, you can
find many of the items you need for a lower
price or find people who can donate it to you.
Never be afraid to ask. What you are doing is
for a good cause and you should be excited to
spread the good news. u

UPDATES

NEW WEBSITE

We have recently changed our website, featuring our
year-long “I Can” campaign which encourages people
to donate online through CanadaHelps.org. It also
includes a resources page with downloadable issues
of our past published newsletters.

INNER CITY
OUTREACH

GET INVOLVED!

Inner City Outreach was born out of the desire

to fuel Toronto’s Jane and Finch youth with a
positive identity for their neighbourhood.

WANT TO HELP OUT?

We are always looking for committed
academic mentors and athletic volun-
teers. If you're a resident in the area or
a York University student who would
like to get involved, don’t hesitate to
contact us!

WANT TO DONATE?

Whether big or small, we gratefully
steward any amount that has been given
to us. We also appreciate creative gifts
such as sports equipment, snacks and
school supplies.

SPONSORS:

MLSE Team Up, Families for Christ
Ministries of Canada, New Creation
Ministries, BMO Employees’ Charitable
Fund, private donors

CONTACT:

Olu Jegede
Executive Director

4545 Jane Street
North York, ON M3N 2K7
416 661 6770
info@innercityoutreach.ca

We are a registered Canadian
non-profit organization:
892547902 RR 0001

INNER CITY OUTREACH 4



